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Session: WED10    Time: 11.00–11.45

TWO STUDIES ON HOMICIDE IN SWEDEN

Theme: Gun violence: sound knowledge and countermeasures

CHAIR: Ardavan Khoshnood

PRESENTATION TITLE: Deadly violence in Sweden: Profiling offenders through a latent class analysis

Sweden has in recent years witnessed increasing rates of fire-
arm-related violence and homicide, which has contributed to 
increased rates of deadly violence. Attempts to profile offenders 
committing such crimes are of major importance, because such 
efforts may contribute to better preventive measures. We therefore 
aimed to study the characteristics of individuals convicted and/or 
suspected of homicide, attempted homicide, preparation to commit 
homicide as well as conspiration to commit homicide (for simplicity 
called homicide+) in Sweden. 

By using information from the Swedish Crime Register and the 
Swedish Criminal Suspect Register, individuals being 15–60 years 
old and convicted and/or suspected of homicide+ between 2000 and 
2015 were included in the study. Using these registers and also other 
population and health care registers, information on previous 
criminality, substance abuse, and psychiatric disorders were added 
to the Latent Class Analysis (LCA) that was used to identify latent 
classes of individuals convicted and/or suspected for homicide+. 

In addition, several individual variables were added for validation 
purposes. A total of 14,466 individuals were included in the analy-
sis. The majority were male (n = 12,802;88.5%) and Swedish-born 
with Swedish-born parents  
(n = 8247; 57.0%). 

The LCA identified three classes where Conviction Class (CC) 
contained mostly convicted individuals whereas Mixed Class A 
(MCA) and Mixed Class B (MCB) contained almost equal rates of 
both convicted and suspected individuals. 

The CC was characterized by individuals with low rates of previ-
ous criminality, substance abuse and psychiatric disorders. 

The MCA and the MCB were characterized by individuals with 
higher rates of previous criminality, substance abuse, and psychiat-
ric disorders as well as lower education and worse economy in 
comparison with the CC. 

While MCA and MCB may be constituted by “traditional” 
criminals often well known by the police and/or the social authori-
ties, the CC was mainly constituted by convicted offenders who 
may more easily escape the radar of the authorities.
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Victims of homicide and attempted homicide are not uncommon 
in Sweden. We therefore aimed to study these victims to understand 
their injuries, their cause of death, and their relationship to the 
offender. 

All cases during five years in a district court in Sweden, where an 
offender had been convicted for homicide or attempted homicide, 
were identified and the court documents reviewed. Nineteen victims 
were identified; 14 males and five females, with an average age of 
39.1 years. Although knife/sharp weapon was the most common 
weapon used, the use of firearm caused more deaths. 

Our study shows higher rates of firearm use than many other 
countries. The most common anatomical site to be injured by knife/
sharp weapon and firearm was the thorax followed by the head. The 
most common cause of death was hypovolemia, followed by intrac-
ranial injuries. 

The high rate of firearm use shows that firearms are common 
modus operandi in Sweden often causing lethal injuries, if the 
offender intends to kill the victim. 

Our results support other studies showing that it is foremost 
injuries to the vessels, intracranial injuries, and injuries to intratho-
racic organs, which causes a victim’s death when assaulted with 
knife/sharp weapon or firearm.
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